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REPORT. 


To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Western  Rail  Road 

Corporation. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  the  division 
of  the  road  between  Worcester  and  Seven  Mile  river 
in  East  Brookfield,  about  19  1-2  miles,  was  under  con¬ 
tract,  and  in  process  of  grading.  Since  that  period,  this 
work  has  been  steadily  pursued,  though  with  a  force 
much  diminished  for  the  last  six  months.  About  16 
miles  of  this  division  are  now  graded,  and  ready  for  the 
superstructure.  Upon  the  remaining  3  1-2  miles,  much 
of  the  work  is  already  done.  Of  this,  one  mile  at  New' 
Worcester  may  be  graded  by  the  first  of  November 
next;  one  mile  at  the  summit,  which  is  12  miles  from 
Worcester,  may  be  finished  in  about  one  year,  and  the 
residue  by  mid-summer  of  the  present  year. 
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The  original  estimate  of  the  Engineers  for 
grading,  masonry  and  bridging  of  this  part 


of  the  line  was 


$586,000 


On  the  first  of  January  last,  there  was  ex¬ 
pended  of  this  sum  in  grading  the  16  miles, 
and  upon  the  unfinished  part  of  the  residue, 


the  sum  of 


$401,000 


Leaving  the  sum  of 


$185,000 


for  completing  the  grading  and  masonry  of  the  unfinish¬ 
ed  3  1-2  miles,  and  for  5  road  bridges  and  400  feet  of 
trussed  frame  bridging. 

No  doubt  can  now  be  entertained  but  that  the  cost  of 
grading,  bridging  and  masonry  of  this  division  of  19  1-2 
miles,  will  fall  within  the  original  estimates. 

Our  last  Report  to  the  Stockholders  represented  the 
next  portion  of  the  road,  for  about  27  miles,  and  termi- 
nating  at  Stoney  Hill  in  Wilbraham,  as  then  just  loca¬ 
ted.  For  a  description  of  that  part  of  the  line,  reference 
is  made  to  that  Report.  At  the  date  of  it,  four  different 
lines  had  been  approximately  located  from  Stoney  Hill 
to  Connecticut  river,  about  7  miles,  and  thence  about 
13  miles  further,  to  Tekoa  Mountain,  near  the  West- 
field  and  Montgomery  line  ;  and  minute  descriptions  of 
these  routes  were  embraced  in  that  document.  The 
engineers  having  reported  that  the  Garden  Brook  route, 
crossing  the  river  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Court 
House  in  Springfield,  combined  the  greatest  advantages 
in  its  grades,  cost  of  grading  and  cost  of  transportation 
upon  it ;  the  Directors,  after  full  consideration,  adopted 
it,  and  it  was  located  accordingly.  It  had  however 
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been  ascertained,  by  a  reconnoissance  of  the  resident 
engineer  around  the  north  end  of  Mount  Tom,  a  report 
of  which  is  herewith  submitted,  that  a  preferable  route 
to  Mount  Tekoa  could  not  be  found  in  that  direction. 

Under  the  order  of  the  Board,  the  whole  road  from 
East  Brookfield  to  Connecticut  river  was  put  under 
contract  for  grading  in  June  last,  excepting  about  two 
miles  adjoining  the  river ;  and  for  this  a  contract  has 
recently  been  made.  These  contracts  being  made  when 
labor  was  low,  and  at  a  period  when  great  numbers  of 
contractors  were  comparatively  out  of  business,  were 
upon  terms  very  favorable  to  the  Corporation.  They 
are  usually  in  sections  of  about  one  mile  each.  The 
grading  upon  many  of  these  was  commenced  in  July, 
and  wfith  the  exception  of  6  sections  they  are  all  now  in 
progress,  though  with  a  reduced  force  ;  and  upon  about 
11  miles  the  grading  is  completed  and  ready  for  the 
superstructure. 

Should  adequate  means  be  provided  for  prosecuting 
this  work  vigorously,  the  Directors  confidently  antici¬ 
pate,  that  excepting  one  mile  at  Twelve  Mile  Brook  in 
YVilbraham,  and  tw7o  miles  adjoining  the  Connecticut 
river,  this  part  of  the  road  may  be  ready  for  the  super¬ 
structure  by  next  autumn,  and  that  those  three  miles 
may  be  completed  during  the  succeeding  winter. 

The  estimated  cost  of  grading,  bridging  and  masonry  for 
this  34  3-4  miles  of  the  road  was  about  $731,000 
And  there  had  been  expended  upon  it  to 

January  1st,  1838,  68,515 

The  resident  engineer  gives  confidential  assurances, 
that  from  the  favorable  terms  of  the  contracts  and  the 


experience  thus  far,  as  the  work  has  progressed,  it  will 
be  executed  within  the  estimates. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen,  that  of  the  54 
miles  of  road  between  Worcester  and  Springfield, 
there  are  now  graded,  27  miles. 

And  if  means  are  provided,  there  may  be 

graded  by  mid-summer,  21  44 

By  1st  November  next,  1  44 

And  by  the  spring  of  1 839,  the  residue,  5  44 

54  44 

During  the  past  year  a  Committee  of  the  Board  has 
passed  through  the  entire  line,  from  Worcester  to 
Springfield,  and  made  a  full  examination  in  reference 
to  the  establishment  of  Depots .  Previous  notice  hav¬ 
ing  been  given,  the  inhabitants  of  every  considerable 
village  and  its  vicinity  were  heard  upon  the  subject,  and 
a  great  mass  of  evidence  was  embodied  in  relation  to 
the  business  upon  the  line.  Upon  their  reports,  in 
part ,  depots  have  been  established,  near  the  Ludlow 
factory,  about  7  miles  from  Springfield,  and  in  the 
southerly  part  of  Palmer,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  Sedg¬ 
wick’s  ;  and  at  the  villages  of  Warren,  West  Brookfield, 
South  Brookfield  and  Clappville.  The  Committee 
recommended  a  depot  between  South  Brookfield  and 
Clappville,  distant  from  each  other  about  14  miles ; 
but  that  a  farther  examination  is  necessary,  in  order  to 
fix  upon  the  precise  location  which  will  best  accommo¬ 
date  the  business  of  the  public,  and  not  require  a  serious 
change  in  the  grade  of  the  road.  An  application  for  a 
depot  at  Curtis’s,  about  3.2  miles  from  Main  street  in 
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Worcester,  is  also  yet  undetermined.  The  depot  of 
the  Company  at  Springfield,  was,  during  the  summer, 
located  between  Main  street  and  the  river. 

The  Land  Damages ,  or  rights  of  way,  from  Worces¬ 
ter  to  Connecticut  river,  have  been  principally  settled 
and  paid.  The  road  has  been  located  in  all  cases  5 
rods  wide,  and  this  width  has  been  increased  wherever 
the  excavations  or  embankments  required  it ;  allowing 
for  the  slopes  11-2  feet  horizontal  on  each  side,  to  one 
foot  rise,  and  including  at  the  excavations  sufficient 
room  within  the  location  for  drains  upon  the  top  of  the 
slopes.  In  some  cases,  a  width  of  14  rods  is  required. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Agent  on  this  subject,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  from  a  point  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the 
depot  in  Worcester,  to  Connecticut  river,  53  1-2  miles, 
there  are  about  266  different  owners  or  claims  for  dam¬ 
ages.  Of  these  there  have  been  paid  and  released  205 
claims,  at  a  cost  of  $51,763,  and  they  embrace  about 
43  miles,  averaging  as  settled,  about  $1,200  per  mile. 
Of  the  remaining  61  claims,  covering  about  10  1-2 
miles  of  the  line,  most  of  them  have  been  under  the  ap¬ 
praisal  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  the  residue  are 
either  agreed  upon,  or  negociations  are  in  progress  for 
their  settlement.  The  Agent  estimates  the  probable 
damages  to  be  paid  on  all  these  61  at  $14,675 


making  for  the  53  1-2  miles, 
or  per  mile, 


$66,438 

$1,240 


This  does  not  embrace  the  half  mile  in  the  immediate 
village  of  Worcester,  where  the  line  being  unsettled, 
not  even  an  approximate  estimate  can  be  made. 

As  yet  only  one  case  has  been  settled  by  a  Jury,  and 
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only  two  other  applications  for  Juries  are  known  to 
have  been  made.  The  damages  paid  include  the  cost 
of  fencing,  and  the  Corporation  have  no  liability  for 
making  or  repairing  them. 

The  Report  of  last  year  contained  a  detailed  account 
of  the  very  extensive  surveys  had  westivard  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  river .  By  a  reference  to  it,  it  will  be  seen,  that  an 
approximate  location  had  then  been  made  upon  the 
northern  route,  through  Westfield,  Chester,  Washington, 
Dalton  and  Pittsfield  to  the  state  line  in  West  Stock- 
bridge  ;  and  that  experimental  surveys  had  been  made 
in  numerous  directions  upon  a  southern  route,  passing 
through  Westfield,  Otis,  Lee  and  Stockbridge  to  the 
same  point.  In  order  to  give  a  fair  comparative  view 
of  both  routes,  an  approximate  location  was  ordered 
upon  such  lines  upon  the  southern  route,  as  were  most 
favorable  for  the  best  continuous  one  from  Westfield  to 
West  Stockbridge.  This  service  was  commenced  in 
February  last,  and  closed  in  the  following  May. 

The  results  of  the  approximate  locations  upon  both 
the  northern  and  southern  routes,  and  the  estimates  upon 
each  are  contained  in  a  very  detailed  and  satisfactory 
Report  of  the  Engineers  under  date  of  June  12th,  1837, 
which  is  herewith  submitted.  To  that  document,  the 
Directors  refer  for  particulars,  as  it  would  be  impracti¬ 
cable  to  state  them  satisfactorily  without  extending  this 
Report  to  an  unreasonable  length.  This  is  the  less 
necessary  as  the  Engineers’  Report  is  already  in  print. 
To  present  however  a  condensed  view  of  the  results , 
they  subjoin  an  extract  from  the  closing  part  of  it,  in 
the  language  of  the  Engineers. 
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“  Comparative  view  of  North  and  South  Routes. 


STATEMENTS. 

S.  Route. 

N.  Route. 

Differ¬ 

ence. 

Distance  from  Ct.  River  to  N.  York  line, 

Ms.  (12.438 

63.104 

0.666 

Elevation  of  principal  summit, . 

Ft.  1470 

1419 

51.0 

Elevation  of  grade  at  do . 

Ft.  1440 

1392 

48.0 

Number  of  summits, . . . 

Total  amt.  of  ascending  grades  from  east, 

5 

4 

1 

Ft.  1655 

1542 

113.0 

Equated  distance, . 

Ms.  149  543 

144.263 

5.280 

Total  deflection  in  degrees, . 

4831.5 

4441.5 

390 

Length  of  curved  line, . 

Ms.  34.041 

34.414 

0.373 

Length  of  straight  line, . 

Ms.  28.397 

28.690 

0.293 

Maximum  grade,  . . 

Feet  80 

82.18 

2.18 

Grades  from  0  to  30  feet  per  mile, . 

“  31.490 

33.483 

1.993 

“  «  30  to  40  “  “  “  . 

“  3.375 

5.113 

1.738 

“  “  40  to  50  “  “  “  . 

“  1.061 

6.382 

5.321 

“  “  50  to  60  “  “  «  . 

“  5.747 

2.481 

3.266 

“  «  60  to  70  «  “  “  . 

“  4.090 

0 

4.090 

“  “  70  to  80  “  “  “  . 

11  16.665 

7.748 

8.917 

“  “  80  to  82  “  “  “  . 

“  0 

7.897 

7.897 

Total  amount  of  grades  above  71.57  feet. 

Ms.  16.665 

8.902 

7.763 

Cost  of  grading  and  bridging  per  mile,. . . 

$17,965-65 

18.138-90 

173-25 

Total  cost  of  grading  and  bridging, . 

Add  10  per  cent,  to  above  cost  of  grading 

1.120.82314 

1.144.637-16 

23.81402 

and  bridging  per  mile, . 

19.762-21 

19  952-79 

190-50 

Total  cost  of  grading  and  bridging . 

1.232.905-45 

1.259.100-87 

26.195-42 

Results  of  the  Comparisons. 

“  From  these  comparisons,  it  results,  that  the  actual  distance, 
by  the  south  route,  is  two-thirds  of  a  mile  less  than  by  the  north 
—  that  the  principal  summit  is  51  feet  higher  upon  the  south 
route,  than  upon  the  north,  and  that  the  additional  elevation  of 
all  the  summits,  upon  the  south  line,  amounts  to  J13  feet  more 
than  upon  the  north,  and  that  the  equated  distance  corresponding 
thereto,  is  5.28  miles  against  the  south  line — that  the  amount  of 
curved  line  by  the  north  route,  exceeds  that  by  the  south,  by 
one-third  of  a  mile,  but  that  the  whole  deflection,  which  is  the 
full  measure  of  all  the  curvature,  is  390  decrees,  or  30  decrees 
more  than  an  entire  circle,  greater  upon  the  south  route,  than 
upon  the  north  —  of  grade  less  than  40  feet,  the  south  route  has 
34.86  miles;  and  the  north  route  38.60  miles,  or  3.73  miles  in 
favor  of  the  north  route  —  from  40  to  82  feet,  the  south  has 
27.56  miles,  the  north  24.50 ;  difference  in  favor  of  the  north 

2 


10 


route  3.06  miles;  above  71.57,  the  south  route  has  16.66,  and 
the  north  route  8.905  ;  difference  in  favor  of  the  north  route  7.63. 

“  Hence  it  appears  that  the  equated  distance  by  the  north  line, 
is  less  than  by  the  south  line  —  that  there  is  a  greater  amount  of 
low  grades,  and  a  less  amount  of  high  grades,  by  the  north  line 
than  by  the  south — that  the  distance  between  the  eastern  and 
western  extremities  of  the  high  grades,  is  less  upon  the  north 
route,  than  upon  the  south,  and  finally  that  the  curvature  is  less. 

“  Upon  the  south  route,  the  actual  distance  is  two-thirds  of  a 
mile  less  than  by  the  north  line,  the  maximum  grade  is  2.18  feet 
less  than  by  the  north,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  grading  and 
bridging  $26.195‘42  less. 

“  The  two  first  items  are  of  small  amount ;  and  we  attach  but 
little  importance  to  the  estimated  difference  in  the  cost  of  grading 
the  two  lines.  We  think  also  that  it  should  not  receive  too 
much  consideration  from  the  Board,  in  deciding  upon  the  route. 
A  small  error  in  estimating  the  quantity  of  rock,  even,  at  par¬ 
ticular  points,  upon  either  route,  would  counterbalance  the 
difference.  But  independently  of  the  cost,  we  consider,  that 
the  table  of  results  bears  us  out  in  awarding  the  preference  to 
the  northern  route,  and  accordingly,  w’e  recommend,  respectfully, 
that  it  be  adopted.” 

It  ought  to  be  remarked,  in  this  connexion,  that  by 
the  more  careful  process  of  a  definite  location,  and  the 
more  minute  estimates  made  upon  it,  the  line  is  usually 
improved  in  its  curvature  and  grades,  and  that  the  final 
estimates  may  vary  somewhat  from  those  upon  the 
approximate  location. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  Report,  the  Directors,  at  the 
request  of  the  friends  of  each  route,  gave  them  a  hear¬ 
ing  ;  and,  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject,  and 
an  examination  of  the  lines  by  a  part  of  the  Board,  they 
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in  August  last,  decided  in  favor  of  the  northern  route, 
through  Pittsfield,  and  ordered  the  same  to  be  definitely 
located,  —  reserving,  however,  for  future  decision,  on 
the  coming  in  of  the  Report  on  the  definite  location, 
three  points  which  are  still  undetermined  ;  viz.  the 
direction  of  the  line  through  the  villages  of  Westfield 
and  Pittsfield,  and  the  western  termination  of  the  road, 
either  at  the  Canaan  Gap  in  West  Stockbridge,  or  at 
Hatch’s  Gap  in  Richmond,  which  are  about  2.7  miles 
apart. 

At  the  Canaan  Gap  the  road  would  unite  with  the 
Hudson  and  Berkshire  road,  which  extends  to  the  city 
of  Hudson,  about  33  miles.  This  is  now  graded,  and 
the  superstructure  has  been  commenced.  And  we  are 
assured  that  it  will  be  in  operation  by  the  first  of  August 
next. 

The  Albany  road  may  also  terminate  at  the  Canaan 
Gap.  Indeed,  no  other  route  was  suggested  for  it,  till 
within  the  last  year.  But  since  our  last  Report,  their 
superintendent  has  asked  attention  to  the  route  from 
Pittsfield,  by  Hatch’s  Gap,  and  thence  by  New  Lebanon 
to  Albany,  and  he  represents,  that  if  practicable,  it  will 
save  six  miles  in  the  distance  between  Pittsfield  and 
Albany.  Of  the  practicability  of  that  part  of  this  route, 
which  is  within  the  State  of  New  York ,  at  a  reasonable 
expense,  satisfactory  evidence  has  not  been  exhibited. 
But  as  soon  as  it  was  decided  that  the  route  of  our  road 
would  be  by  Pittsfield,  a  survey  was  had  to  Hatch’s 
Gap.  The  line,  so  far  as  within  this  State ,  was  found 
to  be  favorable,  and  with  light  grades,  and  to  be  about 
2.3  miles  shorter  than  that  to  the  Canaan  Gap. 
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The  Directors  regret  that  nothing  effective  has  yet 
been  done,  towards  the  construction  of  the  Albany  road. 
Indeed  their  route  is  not  fully  decided  upon.  But  the 
friends  of  it  intimate  a  preference  for  an  union  with  the 
Hudson  road  at  a  point  about  14  miles  from  the  Canaan 
Gap,  in  which  case  they  will  have  to  construct  but  about 
23  miles  of  new  road,  and  this  over  feasible  ground,  and 
principally  in  or  near  the  valley  of  the  Hudson  river. 

The  definite  location  of  our  road  from  Connecticut 
river  to  the  State  line,  has  been  completed  :  and  the 
final  maps,  profiles  and  estimates  being  nearly  prepared, 
the  Report  may  be  expected  in  a  short  time.  Upon  its 
receipt  the  Directors  will  decide  upon  the  small  portions 
of  the  line  yet  unsettled,  and  the  whole  of  it  will  be 
ready  for  grading  before  the  opening  of  the  coming 
spring. 

Having  thus  given  a  history  of  the  field  operations  of 
the  Company  for  the  past  year,  with  a  statement  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  work  through  the  entire 
length  of  the  road,  the  Directors  proceed  to  state  brief¬ 
ly  the  financial  condition  of  the  Corporation,  and  to 
give  their  views  of  the  operations  for  the  coming  year. 

After  a  part  of  the  4th  assessment,  payable  on  the 
17th  of  April  last,  had  been  collected,  and  just  prece¬ 
ding  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks, 
the  pressure  in  the  money  market  induced  the  Direc¬ 
tors  to  suspend  the  collection  of  that  assessment  till  the 
25th  of  September.  It  was  then  estimated  that  the 
amount  of  money  in  hand  would  be  adequate  to  contin¬ 
ue  the  work  at  a  moderate  rate,  to  the  latter  date,  when 
it  was  hoped  that  more  prosperous  times  would  ensure 
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the  collection  of  the  residue  of  the  4th,  as  well  as  the  -5th 
assessment  of  5  per  cent.,  which  was  laid  about  that  time, 
and  payable  in  the  succeeding  October.  The  prospects 
for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  became  somewhat 
unpromising  during  the  summer,  and  orders  were  given 
to  reduce  the  work,  so  far  as  it  could  be  done  consist¬ 
ently  with  existing  obligations.  And  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  the  force  has  been  gradually  reducing,  so 
that  for  the  last  six  months,  less  than  half  of  the  gra¬ 
ding  has  been  accomplished,  which  might  economically 
have  been  done,  had  the  prospects  of  the  treasury  war¬ 
ranted  it.  In  the  meantime  the  embarrassments  of  the 
country  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  greatest  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer,  it 
was  not  practicable  to  collect  three-fourths  of  the  4tli 
assessment  until  the  2d  of  January  last,  when  the 
State’s  share  of  that  assessment  was  paid.  The  col¬ 
lection  of  the  5th  was  also  postponed  to  the  15th  of 
November,  and  the  payment  of  the  6th  of  5  per  cent., 
originally  made  payable  Dec.  6th  1837,  has  been  by 
successive  orders  postponed  to  the  15th  of  March  next. 

During  all  this  time  the  Directors  kept  steadily  in 
view  the  principle  by  which  they  had  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  been  governed,  that  they  would  not  pledge  the 
Corporation  to  expenses,  for  the  payment  of  w7hicli  they 
had  not  certain  means  provided.  And  the  contractors 
were,  in  good  faith,  advised  of  the  uncertain  prospects 
of  the  treasury,  in  case  the  embarrassments  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  community  continued.  In  this  state  of  things  a 
meeting  of  the  Stockholders  w  as  called,  on  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  requisite  number  to  the  Clerk,  to  be  holden 
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at  Boston,  on  the  23d  day  of  November  last.  That 
meeting  was  numerously  attended,  and  a  vote  was 
passed,  instructing  the  Directors  to  apply  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature  for  a  loan  of  the  credit  of  the  State  to  the  amount 
of  80  per  cent  on  the  capital  of  the  Corporation.  A 
Petition  was  accordingly  presented  at  an  early  day,  and 
after  several  hearings  before  the  Committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  they  have  reported  a  Bill  for  a  loan  of 
credit  for  70  per  cent.  Copies  of  the  Petition,  Report 
and  Bill  are  herewith  submitted.  This  Bill  is  now 
pending,  and  the  Directors  cannot  but  hope  that  it  will 
meet  with  favorable  action  in  both  branches  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature.  If  they  should  be  disappointed  in  this  expec¬ 
tation,  they  see  no  other  course  for  the  Corporation, 
but  to  suspend  the  work  and  close  up  the  outstanding 
business. 

Should,  however,  the  necessary  funds  be  provided 
or  secured  at  an  early  day,  the  Directors  propose  to 
commence  preparation  for  laying  down  the  superstruct¬ 
ure  for  a  great  part  of  the  road  between  Worcester  and 
the  Connecticut  river,  during  the  present  year.  As  has 
been  already  stated,  nearly  50  miles  may  be  ready  for 
this  process  by  August  next,  and  the  intervening  time 
may  be  well  improved  to  procure  materials  therefor. 
The  residue  being  graded  by  the  ensuing  spring,  the 
Directors  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  whole  road 
east  of  the  river,  may  be  in  full  operation  by  July  1st, 
1839. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  proposed  as  early  as  is  practicable 
in  the  coming  spring  to  put  under  contract  about  32 
miles  of  the  westerly  end  of  the  line,  extending  from 
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near  Root’s  in  Middlefield  to  the  State  boundary.  The 
portion  of  the  road  between  Pittsfield  and  the  line  of 
New  York,  being  about  11  miles  (in  case  the  route  by 
West  Stockbridge  is  adopted),  must  be  in  operation  as 
early  as  the  road  east  of  Connecticut  river.  And  it  is 
believed  that  the  character  of  the  grading  will  admit  of 
this  without  retarding  the  work  east  of  the  river. 

The  heavy  grading  from  Root’s  through  the  mountain 
passes  and  over  the  summit  at  Sibley’s,  being  about  12 
to  15  miles,  will  require  a  much  longer  time;  and 
although  the  line  from  Springfield  to  Root’s,  being  about 
30  miles,  will  be  put  under  contract  as  soon  as  is  con¬ 
veniently  practicable,  yet  the  commencement  of  most 
of  it  might  be  delayed  for  several  months,  and  still  its 
completion  be  secured  as  early  as  the  summit  division 
can  be  graded.  The  propriety  of  this  course  will  depend 
somewhat,  upon  the  expediency  of  opening  it  for  use 
before  the  summit  division  is  prepared. 

The  Treasurer’s  account,  which  is  herewith  presented, 
exhibits  in  detail  the  financial  operations  of  the  year. 
By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  have  been  as 
follows  up  to  February  10th,  >838,  viz  : 

Balance  on  hand  at  date  of  last  report,  .  .  .  $320,494*86 


Since  received 

on  the  3d  assessment, 

$74,115 

a 

u 

“  “  4th  “ 

128.415 

a 

(C 

“  “  5th  “ 

36.460 

a 

(( 

“  “  6th 

765 

u 

u 

“  contingent  fund, 

.  205 

« 

“  for  interest,  .... 

.  8.166-17 

248.126*17 

$568,621*03 


% 
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And  the  payments  have  been  as  follows,  viz ; 

For  incidental  expenses,  .  .  .  $9,591*30 

u  Engineering,  including  surveys  and 

superintendence  of  construction,  35.100*50 

u  Construction, .  389,114*14 

“  Land  damages  and  fencing  .  50.441*03 

“  Timber  Lands, .  2.312*50 

“  Notes  Receivable  ....  18.646*62 

Ain’t  paid  on  drafts  of  Engineer,  ^ 

for  labor  in  Jan.,  to  be  carried  to  >  27.642*7 3 

Constr.  when  acc’ts  are  audited,  } 

Balance  on  hand,  .  .  35.772-21 

63.414-94 

$568,621-03 

The  various  Reports  of  the  Engineers  have  been 
printed  with  maps  of  the  entire  line,  and  are  ready  for 
distribution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


THOMAS  B.  WALES, 
OBADIAH  WOOD, 
EDMUND  DWIGHT, 
JOHN  HENSHAW, 
JOSIAH  QUINCY,  2d, 
AMASA  WALKER, 
GEO.  BLISS, 


>  Directors. 


j 


Boston,  Feb.  13th,  1838. 


AN  ACT 


To  aid  the  construction  of  the  Western  Rail  R$>ad. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  The  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  issue  scrip  orT cer¬ 
tificates  of  debt  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  under  his  signature  and  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth,  for  the  sum  of  two  millions,  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  may  be  expressed  in 
the  currency  of  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  payable  to 
the  bearer  thereof  in  London,  and  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually  in 
London,  on  the  first  days  of  April  and  October,  with 
warrants  for  the  interest  attached  thereto,  signed  by  the 
treasurer ;  which  scrip  or  certificates  shall  be  redeem¬ 
able  in  London  at  the  end  of  thirty  years  from  the  date 
thereof;  and  in  no  case  exceeding  thirty  years  from  the 
first  day  of  April  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  and  shall  be  countersigned  by  the 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  be  deemed  a  pledge 
of  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
redemption  thereof.  And  the  treasurer  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  shall,  under  the  conditions  herein  after 
provided,  deliver  the  same  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Western  Rail  Road  Corporation,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  said  corporation  to  complete  the  Western  Rail 
Road. 

Sec.  2.  When  the  said  corporation  shall  have  re¬ 
ceived,  to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  said  road, 
the  one  half  of  the  fifth  assessment  of  five  per  cent, 
upon  the  stock  held  by  private  stockholders,  and  shall 
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have  filed  a  certificate  thereof  in  the  office  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  signed  by  the  directors 
of  said  corporation,  then  the  said  fifth  assessment  on  the 
shares  of  said  stock  owned  by  the  Commonwealth  shall 
be  paid,  any  thing  in  the  “Act  in  aid  of  the  Western 
Rail  Road  Corporation,’5  passed  April  fourth,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithstanding.  And  the  scrip  or  certificates  of 
debt  for  the  one  half  of  the  amount  authorized  by  the 
first  section  of  this  Act,  shall  be  thereafter  delivered  to 
the  treasurer  of  said  corporation.  And  when  the  said 
corporation,  shall  have  received,  to  be  expended  as 
aforesaid,  upon  the  said  fifth  assessment,  seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  amount  thereof  due  from  the  private 
stockholders,  and  also  upon  the  sixth  assessment  of  five 
per  cent,  upon  their  stock,  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  thereof  so  due  from  the  private  stockholders, 
and  shall  have  filed  a  certificate  thereof  as  aforesaid, 
then  the  said  sixth  assessment  on  the  shares  of  said 
stock  owned  by  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  paid,  and 
the  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt  for  the  remaining  part 
of  the  amount  thus  authorized,  shall  be  thereafter 
delivered  to  the  treasurer  of  said  corporation  :  provided , 
however ,  that  said  scrip  shall  not  be  thus  delivered  in 
larger  sums  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  at  one 
time ;  and  after  the  delivery  of  the  first  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  said  scrip,  the  residue  thereof  shall 
not  be  delivered  to  said  treasurer,  until  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil,  that  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  proceeds  of  the  scrip 
previously  delivered,  shall  have  been  faithfully  expended 
or  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  said  road,  or 
providing  engines,  cars  and  other  appurtenances  thereof. 
And  if  said  corporation  shall  give  security,  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  governor  and  council,  for  the  payment  of 
any  part  of  the  assessments,  in  this  section  required  to 
be  made,  such  security  shall  be  deemed  to  be  equivalent 
to  the  payment  of  the  amount  so  secured. 
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Sec.  3.  The  premium  or  profits  on  the  sales  of  said 
scrip  or  certificates  of  debt,  shall,  when  received,  be 
paid  by  said  corporation  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  ;  and  after  the  said  road  shall  be  opened  for 
use,  a  sum  equal  to  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  said 
scrip  thus  issued,  shall  be  annually  set  apart  from  the 
income  of  said  road,  and  paid  to  said  treasurer  ;  and  the 
whole  thereof  shall  be  by  him  placed  at  interest,  and 
the  same  with  the  interest  annually  accruing  thereon, 
shall  constitute  a  sinking  fund  for  the  future  purchase  or 
final  redemption  of  said  scrip. 

Sec.  4.  The  said  corporation  shall,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  as 
soon  as  the  same  can  conveniently  be  done,  commence 
the  construction  of  such  part  of  said  road  lying  between 
Springfield  and  Pittsfield,  as  will  require  the  longest 
time  for  its  completion,  and  prosecute  the  same  in  such 
manner  as  to  secure  the  completion  of  the  whole  road 
from  Springfield  to  the  western  line  of  the  state,  as  ear¬ 
ly  as  is  practicable  with  a  due  regard  to  economy.  And 
no  part  of  the  funds  of  said  corporation  shall  be  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  construction  of  any  branch  of  the  road, 
until  the  completion  of  the  main  line  thereof.  But  if 
the  directors  judge  it  best  for  the  interest  of  the  public 
and  of  the  corporation,  they  may  construct,  or  authorize 
others  to  construct  under  them,  a  branch  from  their 
main  road  to  the  village  of  West  Stockbridge. 

Sec.  5.  No  part  of  said  scrip  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  treasurer  of  said  corporation  until  said  corporation, 
at  an  annual  meeting,  or  at  a  special  meeting  duly  noti¬ 
fied  for  that  purpose,  shall  have  assented  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act,  and  shall  have  executed  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  a  bond,  in  such  form  as  the  attorney  general 
shall  prescribe,  conditioned  that  said  corporation  shall 
comply  with  the  requisitions  of  this  act,  and  shall  faith¬ 
fully  expend  the  proceeds  of  said  scrip  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  their  road,  and  shall  indemnify  and  save  harmless 
the  Commonwealth  from  all  loss  or  inconvenience  on 
account  of  said  scrip  or  certificates  of  debt,  and  that 
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said  corporation  shall  and  will  pay  the  principal  sum  of 
the  said  scrip  or  certificates  which  may  be  delivered  to 
their  treasurer,  punctually  in  London,  when  the  same 
shall  become  due,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  sinking 
fund  aforesaid  may  prove  insufficient  to  pay,  and  the 
interest  thereon,  semi-annually,  in  London,  as  the  same 
shall  fall  due ;  and  shall  also  convey  to  the  Common  ¬ 
wealth,  by  a  suitable  instrument  to  be  prepared  for  that 
purpose,  under  the  direction  of  the  attorney  general, 
their  entire  road  with  its  income,  and  all  the  franchise 
and  property  to  them  belonging,  as  a  pledge  or  mort¬ 
gage  to  secure  the  performance  of  all  the  conditions  of 
said  bond  :  provided ,  that  the  Commonwealth  shall  not 
take  possession  of  said  pledged  or  mortgaged  property, 
unless  for  a  substantial  breach  of  some  condition  of  said 
bond. 

Sec.  6.  Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  con¬ 
strued  to  impair  or  lessen  the  right  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  to  purchase  the  said  rail-road,  and  all  the  fran¬ 
chise,  property,  rights  and  privileges  of  said  corporation, 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  their  act  of  in¬ 
corporation.  And  if  on  said  purchase  the  Common¬ 
wealth  shall  have  paid,  or  shall  pay  or  assume  to  pay,  said 
scrip  or  any  part  thereof,  the  amount  which  they  shall 
have  so  paid  or  shall  pay  or  assume,  shall  not  be  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  a  part  of  the  cost  of  the  road,  for  which  the 
Commonwealth  shall  pay  interest,  on  said  purchase, 
within  the  provisions  of  said  act  of  incorporation. 

Sec.  7.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

House  of  Representatives,  Feb.  21,  1838. 

Passed  to  be  enacted. 

ROBERT  C.  WINTHROP,  Speaker . 

In  Senate,  Feb.  21,  1838. 

Passed  to  be  enacted. 

MYRON  LAWRENCE,  President . 
February  21st.,  1838. 

Approved, 

EDWARD  EVERETT. 


